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H.E. Jan Grauls 

Permanent Representative of Belgium to the UN
President, Security Council (August)
One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 

885 Second Avenue, 41st Floor 

New York, N.Y. 10017

H.E.  Kirsti Lintonen

Permanent Representative of Finland to the UN 

Representative of OSCE Chair-in-Office 

866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 222

New York, NY 10017

H.E. Jean-Maurice Ripert

Permanent Representative of France to the UN
Representative of the Presidency, European Union

One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 

245 East 47th Street, 44th Floor 

New York, NY 10017
        August 19, 2008

Your Excellencies, 

As Russian troops remain in South Ossetia in Georgia despite pledges to withdraw, our organizations, the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights, the International League for Human Rights, and Freedom House, are gravely concerned about forced displacement, destruction of homes and businesses in South Ossetia, endangerment of civilians in Abkhazia and elsewhere in Georgia, as well as a backlash against ethnic Caucasians in Russia. 
While a ceasefire between Russia and Georgia has been negotiated by the European Union, Russia has used a clause permitting "peace-keeping" operations to seize control of the city of Gori and other areas and also to continue to deploy troops and missiles. Serious concerns remain about Russia's intentions in the region and the ability of the democratically-elected government of Georgia to remain free, as well as cope with the severe challenges of secessionism. We condemn the disproportionate use of force by both Russia and Georgia which has led to deaths, displacement and disruption of communities in a region already considerably weakened and impoverished by past conflicts.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon has called for an end to hostilities, withdrawal of troops to their previous positions, and for a peaceful solution based on full respect for the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Georgia. We call on the international community and those directly involved to obtain a peaceful resolution to this territorial conflict. Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has declared, "Russia has no intention of annexing or occupying any part of Georgia and has again affirmed its respect for its sovereignty" and yet he has also announced, "We can forget about talks on Georgia's territorial integrity because it's impossible to force South Ossetia and Abkhazia to agree that they can be returned into Georgia's fold by force."  Our three organizations are likewise concerned by the entry into undisputed Georgian territory which is a marked escalation from the pressure tactics Russia has used against democratic neighbors in the past, including cutting oil supplies and cyber-attacks, and is a serious threat to democratic development throughout the former Soviet space. 

· We urge the UN Security Council, the European Union presidency and the Chairman-in-Office of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to continue to use their good offices to seek a credible and durable end to the conflict that does not enable any party in the conflict to use "peace-keeping" as a cover for continued attacks on civilians and which enables the peaceful aspirations of South Ossetia and Abkhazia to be addressed justly.

The current armed conflict is a predictable outcome of years of non-resolution of a "frozen conflict," and severe neglect of thousands of already-existing displaced persons from past conflicts. Russia has been able to exploit this unrest by issuing thousands of Russian passports to South Ossetians, enabling the justification of the use of force to protect its citizens. Further, Russia has repeatedly been able to exploit a false analogy of NATO's campaign against Serbia, which resulted in the independence of Kosovo, as justification for its own excessive use of force in the Caucasus-- an analogy, as Strobe Talbott, former U.S. deputy Secretary of State, has said "turns reality, and history, upside down," since South Ossetia has already essentially been a Russian protectorate with Russian peacekeepers long in the region – peacekeepers who failed to deter the current conflict.

We are concerned that with ongoing military operations, lack of access to media and international agencies, and a hostile atmosphere of mutual recriminations, the facts concerning protection of civilians from armed conflict may become inaccessible. Russia has threatened to file a complaint with the International Court of Justice alleging that Georgia has committed "genocide" in South Ossetia, and has threatened to close off areas to perform its own forensic investigations, based on its claim that as many as 1,600 people may have been killed. Georgia has already lodged a complaint with the International Court of Justice alleging genocide and also racism under the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), although it is not clear that the treaty’s requirement to exhaust other remedies has been met. Meanwhile, to date, no international NGO, intergovernmental agency, or media outlet has been able to confirm more than 40-100 civilian deaths in South Ossetia. 

· We call on the UN and OSCE to ensure that an independent, effective, and credible investigation will be launched as soon as possible, and that steps are taken to ensure that evidence is not lost by lack of access to these territories. 

We are alarmed by reports that South Ossetians, who themselves have been victims of ethnically-based attacks by Georgians in past conflicts, are reportedly engaging in acts of retaliation that have been characterized as “ethnic cleansing", and that the leader of South Ossetia, President Eduard Kokoity, has admitted to commanding forced displacement. UNHCR has estimated as many as 115,000 civilians have been displaced, many fleeing to neighboring North Ossetia.

· We call on all parties to the conflict to ensure full access for humanitarian operations.We call on all combatants to cease attacks on civilians, and urge that journalists be permitted to perform their duties without hindrance, as several have already been killed, wounded, or blocked. 
· We call on the Security Council of the UN and the Permanent Council of the OSCE to negotiate with Russia and Georgia an immediate, effective and unbiased military observers' mission as well as international human rights monitors, with an aim to establish an international peace-keeping mission to deter further violence in the region. 

Finally we are concerned that that the conflict not be used as an excuse for further diminution of democracy and human rights in either Russia or Georgia. 

With assurances of our highest respect, 

[image: image4.png]






[image: image5.png]ke, 0. ;éu




E. Robert Goodkind, Chair



Felice Gaer, Director

Jacob Blaustein Institute   
            

Jacob Blaustein Institute 
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Robert L. Arsenault, President


Jennifer Windsor, Executive Director
International League for Human Rights 

Freedom House 

Freedom House, 1319 18th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036. Tel: 202.296.5101
Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights, 165 East 56th Street, New York, NY 10022. Tel 212.891.1315
International League for Human Rights, 228 East 45th Street, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10017. Tel: 215.735.0500
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